Application No. 10/617,033 

Reply to Office Action of November 28, 2005 

Remarks 

Favorable reconsideration of this application is requested in view of the above 
amendments and in light of the following remarks and discussion. 

Claims 1, 3-10, 12-17 and 31-35 are pending. Claims 1 1, 26 and 28 are canceled 
without prejudice or disclaimer, and claims 1,6, 10 and 13 are amended. Support for the 
changes to the claims is self-evident from the originally filed disclosure, including the 
original claims, and therefore no new matter is added. 

Applicants express thanks for the Examiner's indication that claims 1,3-10, 12-17 
and 31-35 are allowed. The amendments to allowed claims 1, 6, 10 and 13 are made in 
accordance with the Examiner's suggested changes to remedy informalities in the claims. 
Thus, it is submitted that the claims remain allowed. 

The objection to claim 28 is mooted by the cancellation of the claim. 

It is further submitted that the rejections to claims 1 1, 26 and 28 are mooted by the 
cancellation of these claims. 

Consequently, for the reasons discussed in detail above, no further issues are believed 
to be outstanding in the present application, and the present application is believed to be in 
condition for formal allowance. Therefore, a Notice of Allowance is earnestly solicited. 
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Should the Examiner deem that any further action is necessary to place this 
application in even better form for allowance, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the 
undersigned representative at the below listed telephone number. 



Respectfully submitted. 




OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER A NEUST^T, P.C. 



Customer Niunber 



22850 



Gregory J. Maier 
Attomey of Record 
Registration No. 25,599 



Tel: (703)413-3000 
Fax: (703)413 -2220 



Philip J. Hoffmann 
Registration No. 46,340 



(OSMMN 06/04) 



I :\ATTY\PH\24s\240200\Amendment.DOC 
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